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SAMOAN H EAD HUNT EM

Renewal of the Barbarous Prao-tlo- e

During Recent Troubles.

Native Troops Cut Off the Heads of Gtrli
as Well as Mu and Place Them

nt the Feet of Tlielr
! Klnif.

There was a renewal of the practice
of "head-hunting- " in Samoa during the
recent troubles between the partisans
of Malie toa and of Mataafa; and upon
the occasion, in violation of old Sainoan
customs, theheadwof girls, as wellasof
men, were taken by the native troops
engaged to fight for the triple protec-
torate which exists under the authority
of the liritish, German, and American
governments. IJy advices received in
Washington from spies a short
ago, says a recent dispatch, it was
learned that an attempt to put a stop
to the practice had been made by the
American jurist. Mr. Ide. of Vermont,
who was last year appointed to the
office of chief justice of Samoa, but the
attempt was unsuccessful, as it was
not sustained by the resident consuls
When the government troops went out
to fight Mataafa's people in the rebel-
lion of this year he warned them that
they would be punished if they m
dulged in the practice of head hunting;
and yet, notwithstanding, as soon as
hostilities were begun the head hunters
broke loose, and when they returned
from the field they brought with them
the heads of their victims, which
were laid at the feet of the king
with the knowledge of the foreign
consuls serving under the protectorate.
On account of " the pecuUareircum-stance- s

of the ease Chief Justice Ide
found himself unable to measure out
the punishment which he had threat
ened to inflict. The ruling authorities
would give him no assistance: the of
fenders could not be identified. The
native warriors disregarded his warn
ing; lie had no mean:, of enforcing his
orders. "I can look for no support
here, physical r moral," sayr, the chief
justice. For reasons that are not to
their credit the HiironL.aiis living in
Samoa declare that barbarous practices
must be tolerated until tlu rebellious

are wholly eruthed: and so
they are opposed to any iplvrrerence
with the old Sanionn institution
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time

headhunting. The next outbreak in
Samoa, therefore, will probably again
give evidence of the existence of the
abominable practice in an enlarged as-

sortmeiit of human heads.
The strange'! of all the protests

against its continuance under civla'.ed
authority has just been made 1. y Mr

It'ibert Louis Stevenson, the celebrated
novelist, who. in a letter sent from
Apia, tells of some of the scenes that
were recently witnessed there, lie says
that the government troops, upon re
returning from the field where they
bad fought the Mataafans, not only
brought with them the heads of rebel
warriors, but also those of girls. They
marched in procession to Molmuw, car
rying the girls' heads which they had
taken, and "mime of them an oblation

to that melancholy effigy, the king.'
who sat on the verar "

v of the govern-
ment building, offered thanks to the
head hunters, and crowned as heroc",
those who should have been hanged as
criminals. The three members of the

consular tri-

umvirate "unanimously. winked" up--

the occasion, as thev had previously
winked at other incidents not less

shocking, perpetrated under the re
spoiisibility of the protecting powers- -
England. Germany and the Pinter'
States. hen the girls heads were
brought in Mr. Stevenson went to tin
liritish consul. Mr. Ciisack-Smith- . iiii:.
pressed him to take some action, yet hi

only drafted a protest, which was put
under a paper weight, where it lay un
til the savage ceremony was ended. I Ic

then spoke without any good result t

some oi tne lighting men wno nar
taken heads, and some of whom hut

contented theiivclves with taking onh
the ears of their dead victims, as tro-

phies, lie next conferred with tin
American chief justice, who. however
as has already been said, was power
less. "I must not wonder, though I

may still deplore, that Mr. Ide acceptc'
the situation. " It i: but fair to i a
however, that since Mr. Ide took oi'.ici
he seems to have done all he could U

prevent head hunting. It is tlie gov-

ernments under whose authority he
holds his place that refuse to give him
the power to put a stop to it. The old
king, Mataafa. who was dethroned and
has been sent into banishment i,v

the protectorate, forbade, the taking o.

heads in war: but the king who nov,

rules by (he grace of the protectorate
is devoid of squcainubncss vn regard t
it. and even this year has shown him
self readv to accept an oblation of
girls' heads.

Mr. Stevenson declares that many
horrible atrocities have been perpe
trated diirinir the last campa ii'ii
sirruinst the followers of Mataafa. l!i
tells the "story of Manono." whciv 11'

aged Mataafa ilutvr hinnelfiii
before a I'ritiah captain and i. :

plored protection for hit. women r.:a
children. Very soon afterward at t!i
time of nightfall, llame:, were observe
to rise from the island. There was wil
disorder all through the night: th.
houses were burned, the wome:
i.tripped naked, the food trees hew;
down, the animals killed, andagrei!
part of the island was reduced to ruin:
lie tells of other outrages not le
atrocious in the province of Ana ai"
elsewhere, all perpetrated under 111

responsibility f (he triple protectorate,

Tho StipernUfoin People ft CiiU'iilta.

The grossest superstition exists in

Calcutta. Recently an Indian had a

live goat Hung i'.own from his two-stor- y

house in aee rdanee with the direction:
of a magician, who was called
in to east out a. devil with which a son
was supposed to be possessed. The
poor brute was first fed with a few
bamboo leaves over which the wizard
mumbled some'inantras and it was then
pushed over the terrace. The animal
was killed and its flesh was distributed
to the poor.
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MUSIC, ART AND LITERATURE.

Wagner has been more written about
than any other composer that ever

Popular tales are never put in print
among Mohammedams, as the reading
of romances is forbidden by the Koran.

A "Society of Women Journalists''
has just been formed with an office
near the Strand, London. A register of
women journalists seeking employment
will be kept there.

It is related of Liszt that if he acci- -

lentally struck a wrong note he did
not take the trouble to correct it, but
made it sound all right by slightly
altering the harmony.

Carolina lluusE and Agnes Kjell- -

berg, two Swedish ladies, have received
honorable mention at the Paris salon
for sculpture. The latter holds the
scholarship of the Swedish academy.

Of Richard Henry Stoddard it is said
that he has read every important book
printed in English for the last forty
years, but he still prizes most highly
the wards of Hawthorne.

THE WORLD OF LETTERS.

There are no servants in the Tolstoi
household. The count cuts his own
firewood, while the countess prepares
their simple meals.

Lord Randolph Churchill is under
contract with a Paris journal to write
four articles for its columns during his
journey around the world.

The mother of liret Harte was a
handsome factory girl. Her husband
educated her, and she became one of
the most cultured women in Petroit.

The rage for lists of the "most popu-

lar" books has struck Norway, and it
ippears that Ibsens "reer liynt
stands easily first. Among foreign au-

thors Charles Pickens seeins to occupy
the first place in the affections of the
Norwegian public.

TOLD OVER THE BACK FENCE.

A woman living in Trenton, Mo., is
described as "an amorous, athletic am-azo-

agile as a catamount and fierce as
a tigress."

A Nebraska paper missed publica-
tion one day lately on account of the
editor's wife, who did the typesetting,
being away on a visit.

To re beautiful a woman must have
sweetlooks, sweet speech, sweet smiles,
sweet voice, lovely eyes, a comely head
and a graceful figure. That is what
Walter liesant says.

An Elmira lady recently agreed to
shave her husband ten times for a
dollar, the proceeds to be given to lit r
church. The husband think ; .that a

church ought not to raise money by in-

flicting cruel and unusual punishment.

INVENTIVE GENIUSES.

A folpino baby-carriag- e has been
invented. When closed, it can easily
be carried in one hand.

A money sieve has been invented by
a Ilrooklyndeacon. It sorts the pennies,
nickels, dimes and quarters taken at
th j church coll ctions.


